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On June 25, 2009 the Cabinet approved the creation of the position of Chairperson, Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI).
Once the UID system is in place, it will put India in the club of about 56 countries around the world, which have some form of national identity cards. These include most of continental Europe (excluding UK), China, Brazil, Japan, Iran, Israel and Indonesia.
Initiatives like setting up of the UIDAI have been taken to bring in efficiency in the implementation of Government programmes. Once fully operational, the scheme will, besides facilitating financial inclusion, ensure better governance and improved service delivery so that the targeted group of people is actually benefited by the schemes & subsidies of the Government.
The main features of the UIDAI model would be: 
 The UID number will only provide identity:

The UIDAI’s purview will be limited to the issue of unique identification numbers linked to a person’s demographic and biometric information. The UID number will only guarantee identity, not rights, benefits or entitlements.

The UID will prove identity, not citizenship:

All residents in the country can be issued a unique ID. The UID is proof of identity and does not confer citizenship.

 A pro-poor approach: 
The UIDAI envisions full enrolment of residents, with a focus on enrolling India’s poor and underprivileged communities. The Registrars that the Authority plans to partner with in its first phase – the NREGA, RSBY and

PDS – will help bring large numbers of the poor and underprivileged into the UID system. The UID method of authentication will also improve service delivery for the poor.
Enrolment of residents with proper verification: Existing identity databases in India are fraught with problems of fraud and duplicate/ ghost beneficiaries. To prevent this from seeping into the UIDAI database, the Authority plans to enrol residents into its database with proper verification of their demographic and biometric information. This will ensure that the data collected is clean from the start of the programme. However, much of the poor and underserved population lacks identity documents, and the UID may be the first form of identification it has access to. The Authority will ensure that the Know Your Resident (KYR) standards don’t become a barrier for enrolling the poor, and will devise suitable procedures to ensure their inclusion without compromising on the integrity of the data.

A partnership model: 
The UIDAI approach leverages the existing infrastructure of

Government and private agencies across India. The UIDAI will be the regulatory authority managing a Central ID Data Repository (CIDR), which will issue UID numbers, update resident information and authenticate the identity of

residents as required.
 Enrolment will not be mandated: 
The UIDAI approach will be a demand-driven one, where the benefits and services that are linked to the UID will ensure demand for the number. This will not, however, preclude Governments or Registrars from mandating enrolment.
The UIDAI will issue a number, not a card:

The Authority’s role is limited to issuing the number. This number may be printed on the document/card that is issued by the Registrar.

Process to ensure no duplicates: 
Registrars will send the applicant’s data to the CIDR for de-duplication.The CIDR will perform a search on key demographic fields and on the biometrics for each new enrolment, to ensure that no duplicates exist.



The first UID numbers will be issued during August 2010 to February 2011. Over the subsequent five years, the Authority plans to issue 600 million UIDs. In Union Budget 2010-11, Rs 1,900 crore has been allocated for Unique Identification Authority of India.
India on the Path of Unique Identification for Residents  


The Unique Identification Authority of India has been established with a mandate to issue unique identity numbers based on biometrics to all residents of India. This mammoth and unprecedented exercise will serve as a great enabler to improve targeting and delivery of major government welfare programmes and public services, especially to those who are poor and marginalized. The first set of unique identity numbers is expected to be issued to Indian residents in the early part of 2011.





IndianOil, The Energy of India








Week that was


For the week ending 13th March 2010, WPI based inflation for primary articles stood at 13.88%. Food inflation rose marginally to 16.22 % & fuel group inflation was unchanged at 12.68 % as compared to levels in the previous week.


International crude oil price (WTI) rose to US$80.06 /bbl on 26th March 2010 from US$79.7/bbl on 15th  March and Indian Crude Basket price rose to US$77.77 /bbl on 26th March 2010 from US$ 77.39/bbl on 15th  March 2010.
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